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The article is a secondary source published in a magazine geared towards children. It is a very brief summary of Jesse James’s life. Many details may have been skipped or oversimplified because its audience is generally younger. As the magazine is designed to educate, there is no reason to lie. The summary does corroborate with other sources.
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This secondary source provides an excellent summary of the Reconstruction Era that happened after the Civil War. This information is filled with helpful details that will contribute to understanding the context around when Jesse James committed his crimes. This source comes from a database with a reputable past history and would have no reason to distort any information, as its goal is to provide facts and educate.
"Biographer T.J. Stiles." Jesse James: Last Rebel of the Civil  War Named a Notable Book of
2002 by the New York Times Book Review -. Web. 26 Apr. 2012.
<http://www.tjstiles.net/work3.htm>.
Jesse James was portrayed as two things, an outlaw and a hero. This source has multiple primary sources and one such letter was written by James himself called the robin hood letter. He defended his reason for robbing and shooting people convincing the public that his intentions are good and that he is no wicked man. it helped me to see where this "robin hood" image of himself came from and why people confused his crimes with noble heroism. I know this is a reliable source because I did a background check on mr. T.J. Stiles and he is very professional and reliable. He has written many books and articles on history.   I trust this source. It is also a collection of primary sources, so that makes it reliable as well.
"Biography: Jesse James." PBS. WGBH Educational Foundation, n.d. Web. 29 Apr. 2012.
<http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/biography/james-jesse/>.
A concise and detailed biography, this secondary source give information on Jesse
James’s life. This article divides James’s life into sections, making it easy to read and distinguish between information. The article comes from the PBS website as a part of a documentary from the acclaimed television series American Experience. PBS would have no reason to distort and has a reputable past history.
Bos, Carole D. "Jesse James" AwesomeStories.com. Web. 24 Apr. 2012.
<http://www.awesomestories.com/flicks/jesse-james>. 
Explaining his legend, this article tells the story of the great legend of the West, Jesse James. This secondary source was written by Carole Bos, who has a bachelor’s degree in history and is the lead writer for the website. According to her information page, the articles are heavily researched, then verified by the rest of the website team. The article does not contradict other sources, and as the website’s goal is to educate the public, there is no reason to skew information.
"Dick Liddell Arrested." New York times 24 Apr. 1891: 1. Print.
This source know is reliable because it was a newspaper, it was made public. It was available to everyone. It was proof that helped prove the confession of Dick Liddell. It just made Dick's confession that more real. This newspaper article, stating Dick's arrest, was proof of some of the things the gang members were capable of. He was arrested for murder and stealing, which is a lot of what Jesse James supposedly did.
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This in depth secondary source comes from the Pulitzer Prize winning historian David Hackett Fischer. The book comments on and connects the development of four, distinct, cultures in American from their roots to their prominence in today. This book provides excellent insight on the different cultures in America that I can ultimately use to connect to why the South adored Jesse James and his lawless ways. The author, David Fischer has an outstanding background and is a reliable source.
"Frank and Jesse James: The Story Behind the Legend." Arkansas Times. 07 Jul. 2000: 17. 
eLibrary. Web. 06 May. 2012.
The article is an excerpt from the Arkansas Times, a credible public source. The author describes separating the myth of Jesse James from the hard facts, and what remains. The newspaper has no reason to stretch the truth. This article gave insight about who Jesse James really was.
"FrontierTimes - Outlaws - Jesse James." Frontier Times. Web. 24 Apr. 2012.
<http://www.frontiertimes.com/outlaws/jesse.html>.
This website contained a timeline of jesse's lifetime and his gang activities which was helpful to me in understanding the portrayal of Jesse as a criminal. In it's usefulness, I also found that it had many print sources listed at the bottom of the site that I could use for more resources. This source seems reliable because it repeats a lot of the information I had found in all my other sources. It is consistent with it's content and I believe it to be very reliable.
Geringer, Joseph. "Jesse James: Riding Hell-Bent for Leather into Legend."
truTV. Turner Entertainment Networks, Inc. A Time Warner Company, n.d. Web. 24 Apr. 2012. <http://www.trutv.com/library/crime/gangsters_outlaws/outlaws/james/1.html>.
This is a detailed secondary source of Jesse James’s life published on the channel TruTV’s website. This public article was published in the “Outlaws and Criminals” section of the website. Though not much information is given about the credibility of the author, the sources he consulted (listed in the article’s bibliography) are very credible and extensive. TruTV would not have any reason to lie because the objective of the page was to inform and educate. This site has been very helpful in the myriad of details they have on James’s life and its objective view on the outlaw.
James, Frank, Dick Liddil, and Clarence B. Hite. The Trial of Frank James for Murder, with Confessions of Dick Liddil and Clarence Hite, and History of the "James Gang" New York: Jingle Bob/Crown, 1977. Print.
This primary source is reliable because of the database it has come from. This database (JSTOR) has proven to provide reliable information constantly, time and time again. It was truly helpful in me trusting information given about Jesse James, in hearing from a first hand testimony of his actions, proving that Jesse James was indeed a criminal, or attest committed crimes. But the confession also states that Jesse James avoided killing and was gentle. He was not violent when he didn't have to be. It was again, showing two different sides to Jesse.
"Jesse James' Bank Robberies." PBS. WGBH Education Foundation, n.d. Web. 29 Apr. 2012.
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A description and list of Jesse James’s bank robberies from the reputable PBS website offer insight and information on Jesse James’s robberies. This secondary source will give perspective on what happened during bank raids, the raids James and his crew were best known for. This secondary source is from PBS which has no reason to distort with its excellent past reputation.
Leibiger, Stuart. "The Missouri Compromise and Its Aftermath: Slavery and the Meaning of 
America." Journal of Southern History 75 (2009). Print.
The source is an essay about the Missouri Compromise published in the Journal of Southern History, a reputable academic journal. Aimed to convey Leibiger's interpretation of the Missouri Compromise, the source has no reason to distort and explains the cause and effects of the Missouri Compromise.
"Outlaw Jesse James Is Born in Missouri." History.com. A&E Television Networks. Web. 27
Apr. 2012. <http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/outlaw-jesse-james-is-born-in-missouri. 
Published as part of history.com’s This Day in History, this overview of Jesse James’s life is concise, but also mentions specific details. The secondary source highlights the key points of his life, written to inform the general public about the legend of the outlaw. History.com is a popular and reliable source, and this article generally matches, except for one contradiction about number of men killed in August 1863.
"Primary Resources: Newspaper Accounts." PBS. PBS. Web. 06 May 2012. <http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/primary-resources/james-newspapers/>.
PBS, a reliable public source, compiled primary newspaper accounts relating to Jesse James. The sources give insight about how people in the time period viewed Jesse James and his gang. PBS is designed to inform, so there is no reason to lie. In the accounts, the information does support other sources.
Richter, L, William.. "Jesse James: Last Rebel of the Civil War." Arkansas Historical 
Quarterly 3(2003):337. eLibrary. Web. 24 Apr. 2012.
Providing a non subjective overview of Jesse James’s life, this secondary source includes references to his official biography penned by well-respected historian T.J. Stiles. Published in a newspaper, this source would have no reason to distort information as the article is for educational purposes only. This sources helps add another perspective to my research as the author references other works on Jesse James and provide opinions about them.
Roberts, Gary L. "Alexander Franklin James and Jesse Woodson James." 
Dictionary of Missouri Biography. Ed. Lawrence O. Christensen, et al.N.p.: University of Missouri Press, 1999. N.pag. Rpt. in Dictionary of Missouri Biography. N.p.: n.p., n.d. N. pag. Missouri Civil War Sesquicentennial. Web. 24 Apr. 2012. <http
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The secondary source article provides a unique perspective, as it comes from a Missouri view (where Jesse James was born). The article views him as a heroic outlaw, leaning toward the idea of him being the “Robin Hood of the West”. Since this is a subjective view, this source will be heavily compared to other sources, making sure that the facts taken from this site are credible. All this site aims to do is keep James’s image alive with facts and tell of why James was justified in his illegal actions. It will be very helpful in gaining more information on the perspective of the public which viewed James as a hero.
Robinson, J. Dennis. Jesse James: Legendary Rebel and Outlaw. Minneapolis, MN: Compass
Point, 2007. Print.
This book was a good source to look at if you needed to find the darker side of Jesse James. It talks about the bad deeds he did and described his mannerism as violent and mean. This book's events were spot on with other sources so it seems to be reliable. It helped me to decipher a little of the myth that encases Jesse James and to see him for who he truly might be, a cold blooded killer and a thief. Other sources portrayed him as a hero or both a hero and a criminal. Some sources couldn't decide which one he was. This source was very certain that he was a criminal, and it helped me to see why he would be seen of that way.
Settle, William A. Jesse James Was His Name: Or, Fact and Fiction concerning the Careers 
of the Notorious James Brothers of Missouri. Lincoln: Univ. of Nebraska, 1977. Print.
This book, provided me with an in depth view on the two sides of Jesse James which the author tells are both based on fact. It was Very helpful in broadening my view on Jesse and widening my opinion of him. I am not only seeing the good in him or the bad in Jesse, but I get to read about both together. The mixed view of Jesse also helps me to see how the myth of Jesse the outlaw plays into history and obscured the truth about him.
Slotkin, Richard. Gunfighter Nation: The Myth of the Frontier in Twentieth-century America.
New York: Atheneum, 1992. Print.
I found this book source extremely helpful in understanding role significance of frontier myth in our history. it proved to me how our view of American heroes can be changed by this will for a noble and heroic view of a fearless leader, or the need to feel good about history, so we change it. This book seems reliable because I have seen some parenthetical citations here and there. Its not as consistent as it should be.
Steckmesser, Kent L. "ROBIN HOOD: CRITICAL STUDIES." River Campus Libraries. American Folklore Society. Web. 02 May 2012. <http://www.lib.rochester.edu/camelot/rhbib.htm>.
This professional history journal goes into depth about the relationship between criminals back then and why they were associated with robin hoods. This topic is very similar to how Jesse James was portrayed, and portrayed himself, as a robin hood. This helps me to understand why he was thought of as a hero. That part was always confusing to me.
Stiles, T.J., et al. "The Wild West." American Experience. PBS. WGBH, Boston, Jan.-Feb. 2010. PBS. Web.
Transcript. 29 Apr. 2012.
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A panel of experts in the time period of the West, these scholars are collectively asked to comment on the guerilla tactics and battles that Jesse James experienced as a young teenager and their affect on him. These responses and discussions are compiled for the PBS documentary on Jesse James as part of “The Wild West” portion of the well-researched and respected television series American Experience. PBS and the scholars would have no reason to distort, as they have a respectable history and acclaimed materials attached to them. This secondary source helps to identify the turning point in young Jesse James’s life, and what ultimately caused him to become the murderer and robber he was.
Stiles, T. J. Jesse James: Last Rebel of the Civil War. New York: A.A. Knopf, 2002. Print.
Written by T. J. Stiles, the official biographer of Jesse James, this book is a very in-depth look at the life of Jesse James. lthough it is a secondary source, the biography includes many primary sources. The author has no reason to lie, as the biography is aimed to educate objectively. Stiles has also written other informative biographies that have been reliable and the information in this book supports other sources.
The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford [video Recording]. Dir. Andrew 
Dominik. Perf. Brad Pitt and Casey Affleck. Warner Home Video, 2008. DVD.
As the purpose of this source was to entertain the public, the information in the movie may not have been 100% true and many characteristics and events were likely exaggerated and/or assumed. However, this movie provides a great example of how Jesse James is considered a Western hero and how modern-day people view his legend.
"The Death of Jesse James." PBS. WGBH Education Foundation, n.d. Web. 29 Apr. 2012.
<http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/general-article/james-death/>
From the very reputable source of PBS, this secondary source comes from a program dedicated to educating the public and would have no reason to distort. Jesse James’s much famed death is described from the plot to the aftermath. This source has always been credible in the past and the program has won many awards for documentary filmmaking. The death of James is detailed clearly in this site, helping me a great deal with clearing up one of the most controversial parts of his life.
"The Jesse James Movie Digital Archive Project : Newspaper Articles." McDonald County 
Library - Missouri. Web. 06 May 2012. <http://www.librarymail.org/genehist/jamesarc/articles.html>.
Belonging to the McDonald County Library of Missouri, this collection of news articles about Jesse James was compiled to aid projects and therefore would not lie. These public, primary sources support information from other sources for the most part and provide new knowledge about America's attitude toward Jesse James during his time period.
"The Shooters of the Old West." Keeping the Right to Bear Arms,Keeping the U.S.
Constitution. Web. 28 Apr. 2012. <http://usaguns.net/cowboys/shooters.html>.
This is a reliable source because the information in this article is consistent with the other sources' information that I had read. There is also some new information on Jesse that I had not heard yet and that is always helpful. It also goes into depth on the group itself and not just Jesse's actions. It was helpful in understanding a lot of the events in his life that might be causes of his behavior.
"The Wild West." American Experience. PBS. WGBH, Boston, Jan.-Feb. 2010. PBS. Web.
Transcript. 29 Apr. 2012.
<http
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The transcript of the documentary on Jesse James from the highly acclaimed PBS television series American Experience brings in many details and points from Jesse James’s life. PBS would have no reason to distort and has a very respectable past reputation in the accuracy of their programs. This secondary source will be very helpful to my research, offering many details and perspectives.
Triplett, Frank, Joseph W. Snell, and Jerry Valez. The Life, times and Treacherous Death of Jesse James. Chicago: Swallow, 1970. Print.
This also is from the JSTOR database. It also goes into depth on the character of the James Brothers. It talks about how neither were cruel and they just were in it for gain. This source stated that deliberate murder without a cause such as self defense was highly unlikely. It also has a sort of split opinion on the James Brothers, saying how they did commit crimes and murders but were noble and heroic about it. Jesse is portrayed as a robin hood in this book just as he is in many of the other sources.
Turner, Frederick Jackson. "The Significance of the Frontier." 1920. The Frontier in Amercian
History. 3rd ed. New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1996. 1-38. Print.
This primary source details and describes the famed historian Frederick Jackson
Turner’s thoughts and conclusions on the American frontier through a series of essays that became known as the foundation of American historiography. Highly influential and valuable, this source will give more context on how the frontier was thought of at that time period and will greatly add understanding to how Jesse James became famous rather than hated in the American south during the development of the frontier and Reconstruction.
Yeatman, Ted P. Frank and Jesse James: The Story behind the Legend. Nashville, Tenn:
Cumberland House, 2000. Print.
This book was very much like a story. It was still based on fact but it was entertaining as well. I was able to learn about his actions and experiences as a robber and was very intrigued by his actions. I found this a very effective way for me to learn about Jesse's character. Even though some of the book seemed to be a story type of book, the events were accurate with other sources.
